Occurrence of skin lesions/conditions in ill persons.
The purpose of this study was to examine the occurrence of common skin lesions that potentially may be misdiagnosed as a pressure ulcer, and to examine the characteristics of ill persons who have these skin changes. This was a prospective, descriptive study which included five acute care hospitals, a rehabilitation hospital, and a home care agency. Results indicated that patients with skin lesions/conditions were significantly older and had longer lengths of stay, more diseases, lower Braden Scale scores, and lower serum albumin levels. Nurses must gain knowledge about identifying and treating skin conditions. Assessment of the patient's skin should occur throughout their length of stay.